SUMMARY We report two cases of pan-proctocolectomy for ulcerative colitis who some time postoperatively developed an obstructive uropathy with the clinical and radiological features of retroperitoneal fibrosis. The incidence of this complication appears to be around 10 % and the possibility of such a diagnosis should be borne in mind in any patient who has non-specific symptoms after surgery for ulcerative colitis.
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Direct operative damage to the ureter is a wellrecognised complication of colonic surgery which usually presents at operation or shortly afterwards.1-5 There is a more insidious form of benign ureteric obstruction similar to retroperitoneal fibrosis which may appear after surgery on the colon and which has been reported from three centres.6-8 We present two cases who developed this type of ureteric obstruction after pan-proctocolectomy for ulcerative colitis during a 10 year period (1970- 
Discussion
Retroperitoneal fibrosis may arise as an idiopathic disease or as the result of certain drugs.9 Neither of our cases received drugs likely to cause retroperitoneal fibrosis. In a recent series of 12 cases of ulcerative colitis with obstructive uropathy eight were found to follow surgery and it was suggested that retroperitoneal inflammation might be the cause.7 Inflammatory changes were considered to be the cause of the obstruction in our cases.
Ureteric obstruction in Crohn's disease has been well described but the literature suggests that ureteric obstruction occurs rarely in ulcerative colitis.9 In our series obstructive uropathy would appear to affect one in 15 patients undergoing pan-proctocolectomy and a recent series showed a higher incidence of one in six patients.8
On the basis of only two case reports no recommendations can be made concerning treatment of obstructive uropathy in ulcerative colitis but the current literature appears to favour a conservative approach.8 9 The role of steroids or antibiotics has not been evaluated and in our cases steroids were used empirically.
Many clinicians are not aware of the possibility of obstructive uropathy in patients suffering from ulcerative colitis and it is clearly an important diagnosis to consider, particularly in those patients undergoing pan-proctocolectomy.
colitis.
pan-proctocolectomy for ulcerative
Obstructive uropathy after 
